Across the New

By George Jean Nathan

York Footlights

(Copyright, 1M&)
The Washington Square Players have
presented & new program of four small
plays in théir little -theater In Fifty-

which the handbill of the play is printed
to the conduct of the ushers whils the
curtain ls up, from the dressing of thes
stage to the direction of those perform-
ing upon it, this theater, in the hands
of what Broadway aliludes to as mere
mmateurs, Is more attractively and satis-
factorily managed than nine-tenths of
the pompous masque boothselo the west-
ward,

The clcerones of the little theater have
indeed carried themselves well, consider-
Ing this and that They are a szestful
lot, thelr minds seam gracefully smpty
of the yellow-backed banalities which so
clatter the akulls of many of thelr sen-
jor professional producing colleagues;
thefr spirit is one of quickstep and prog-
resa. And If some of the plays they have
stlected to produce seem not nearly so
good as other plays easily within reach
that they might have produced, let it be
recalled in their favor that they have but
lately begun to find themselves and that,
while finding themselves, they have at
least Yone nothing of so vaudevills an
order of commonplaceness as have the
professional impresarios of the briefer
dramaturgy befors them.

In the current bill, the players have
Eiven a proscenlum hearing to Zoe Akins,
A& young woman of the Middle West,
whose play, “Papa,” tickled bookmen by
the thousand, but whose talents our
Whita Light theatrical dealers have not
thus far seen fit to invoke Miss Akins
is an interesting writing mind. There is
to it the Continental flavor. “Papa'™
might almost have been written by
Bchnitzler himself. Her effort observable
upon the Bandbox stage—it is called “The
Magical City"—la in no sense to be com-
pared with this “Papa;” yet this second
effort has still a manner, a touch. To be
described as a free verse rendering, after
& fashion, of the theme of Eugens Wal-
ter’'s “Easiest Way,” the play suffers
chiefly from a somewhat halting Imag-
ination at the critical points in its
phrasecology and evolution. Yet, as its

virtues, It boasts a directness and a
treatment unadulterated with Sunday
school mottoes. The curtaln lifts on 'a

studio whose great windows sweep out
toward a Madison square bathed in the
noon giow., In the amber lighted room
hung with heavy purples, sits Petronells,
who to the tune of the hurdy-gurdles has
danced out of the sluma to the Broad-
way stage. Now a creature of fine
satins, this Peironelle’'s name has been
linked with that of a certain rich man,
though this scandal has not avalled to

1 the love for her of a dream-
So the triangle. Tho end?
The certaln rich man dead with
Petronelle—who loved him better

lonely
after all than sha loved her poor young |

cobweb

plnner—sobbing over his pros-
The boy—the scandal hushed
dﬂn man’s brother—being led
blindly to a far-speeding train.

X J-- rnr. particularly new story of
heroine—""Petronells, you are
& golden h‘—y." paeans the boy, “whose |
ited palace s Gotham—and here Snl
| City on the vine at its case- |
ows blooming at dusk, love|
T nflower blows whiter against |
the dark than lilles in suniit gardens in |
tha green and qulet country.” It is the |
treatment, of course, rather than the
overly bald theme that hers commanda
the attention. The little play is exceed-
ihgly well put on,
Of the other

plecas. ‘““The Ages of|

Reason.” a bit of a satirical comedy by
Cecil Dorrian is the most diverting. Its|
tals is of a small youngstar, who Mts‘

about handling the divorce problem of|
her parents and who, when finally she|
‘u succeeded in reuniting them by Dro-'

oking a kean jealousy in the breast of
L 1 turna to the audience with a

iile and observes “Aren‘t|
“Plerre Patelln,” adapt and oon-|
densed from a French Dplecs of thal

fifteenth century by Maurice Realondas,
and a short drama called “Children,” by |
ton and Thomas Cariton, make up
1C I The Ilatter |
o stage fable
in which an aged |
her son to save 'h,rn'l
nde who, n'rﬂai\- h‘l'k-:
door of the shack, have
"\.l-n for vengeful
lin" is of interest mainly -'La
theatrical day.
Willlamm Winter's (J"‘l"l
ndfather’s day, the farca |
iea later,
in London and, also In
ted to this country
Truth to tell, thers
it to get excited about at |

the

ther

ch In

cting of thess various pleces by
ayers is, In general,
One or two of the ladies of the
1y display a marked tendency to
hings, but by and large the work
performers s creditable. The |
embellishment of sach of tha four
2 has been nicely thought out :
Marbury's activity
. in assumes the shape of a mausic
ehow by Lawrason Rigegs and Cole Por-|
ter entitled “Ses America First, 5 and |

e upon the Maxine EMNlott |
platform. The Messra. Riggs
and Porter are college lads out of Yale|
university, and their currently audible |
endeavor possesses all the aarmnrbj

quite satisfac- |

latest

played, In

| story of social

| ernment secrets,

| pure girl

cast her for a leading role without some
powerfully persuasive cajbling. The
libretto itself is divided Into two acts.
In theses divisions, one meets with such
familiar ancients as the Indian who says
“Chicago Massapequa Omega Chop Suep,”
the jest about the gentleman who, beins
& aut, had better watch out lest the
squirrels catch sight of him, and the alry
like. The tunes are of the stereotyped
order and the orchestrations one-fingured.

Assisting the exploited damsel, one en-
counters In the cast of characters SBam-
uel Edwards, a most, in this instance
at least, morose szany; Clara Palmer,
As a grotesque stock actress from Lima,
Ohlo, and John Goldswirthy as the pink
hero, There i3 some fancy leg-lifting
by a Mr. Webb and a Miss Cartler. Un-
doubtedly by way of confession, a goat
is displayed upon ths stage,

Grace George Is conciuding her suc-
cessful and largely gratifying season
of repertoire at the Playhouss with a
serviceabla presentation of Shaw's “Cap-
taln Brassbound's Conversion,” the na-
ture of which is, patently, already suf-
ficiently familar to my readers. In the
company which the directress hag en-
gaged for the Interpretation of the Shaw
manuscript are included Hubert Druce
as Rankin, Lawis Edgard as Drinkwater,
Robert Warwick as Brassbound, and
Ernest Lawford as Hallam. Misy George
has, in a general way, dons very well
by her plans for the introductory reper-
tolre season at this theater and the hope
may be expressed that, upon her second
baptism of the institution in the autumn,
she will search even more imaginatively
for dramatic manuscripts than she has
In this, her initial period. BSurely, this
next season she will have no need to
offer up such dublous things as "“The
Earth,” and, in revival, such lmiqulted
worksg as Mr. Jones' “The Liars’' Thers
ars, at hear fingers’ ends, a full dozen
of more apt pleces of forelgn manu-

facture. Miss George has it immediate- |

ly within her power to make of the
Playhousse a brilllant oasls In the
Broadway theatrical sand wasts., May |
we, therefore, wish her well and hops
for an even more Inspiring imagina- |
tion and artistic courage In the com-

| iIng year.

PROMISED NEXT WEEK.

“The Birth of a Natlon™

Never in the history of the theater
has thers been so widespread a de-
mand for a play as there is for David
Ward Griffith's magnificent spectacls,
“The Birth of a Nation,™ which will
commerce an engagement at the New
National Theater next week with dally
matinees thersafter. In New TYork,
Chicago, Boston, FPhiladelphia, Pitts-
burgh, St Louis, Baltimore and De-
troit the record made by this spec-
tacle has been nothing short of phe-

| nomenal. Over five million people have

| enjoyed its wonders

Few people realize that fifty people
ars tequired to properly present the
| public this gigantle production. Thers
is an orchestra of thirty, expert elec-
| triclans, operators, men to handle ef-
fects and others who make up a roster
as large as that of most Aramatio
companies, in fact much larger than
the average.

It is the massiveness In both ma-
terial and manner of presentation of
“The Birth of a Nation™ that has
mads the publle not only willing but
eager to pay as high as §2.00 to wit-
|ness such a production. *“Ben-Hur""
| and "The Blus Bird" were supposed
to be the high-water mark of stage
spactacles. They sink Into Insig-
nificance beside this eplc of American
history with Iits 5,000 scenes, 15000
| people, 3,000 ridera and 100,000 detalls
—the result of eight months of tirelass
labor and thes expenditure of half =&
million dollars.

“The Yellow Ticket™
Yellow Ticket” by Michael
Morton will ba the offering of tha
Poll Players next week

“The TYellow Ticket™ pressntas a
relations in the Rus-
sion empire and revolves around a girl
who is suspected of giving away gov-
and who Is provided
with “A Yellow Ticket"” in order that
sha may go anywhere In Russia with-
out observing tha restrictions against
her race. "The Yellow Ticket” is the
badge of prostitution and how this
makes her away with it
from the settleament to visit her dying
| father in a hspital In 8t Petersburg
| s dramatically told.

“The

A designing officlal has directsd the |

police to track down the girl and find-
Ing that she is living a good lifs while
under the protection of “The TYellow

half of next week, be-
Sunday, Marguerite
be seen at Loew's Colum-~
“Molly Make Belleve"” an
Eleanor Hallowell

Thursday, * Friday and
the same m‘h k John
Barrymore will be seen on the screen
in the “Red Widow,” adapted from
the musical comedy of the same name.

VYaundeville.

Houdini, the arch-escape celsbrity,
will be at Keith's next week. The sur-
rounding bill embraces Claude Gil-
lingwater, Bdith Lyle and company in
“The Declision of Gov. Locke,” Truly
Shattuck and Marta Golden, Franklyn
Ardell and company and “The Wife-
Saver,” Elsls Pilcer and Dudley Doug-
tas, Bensee and Baird, Frank Mullane,
Plslert and BScofleld in “Helping
Hubby,” the organ recitals and the
Pathe pletorial

a

Burlesque.

Lew Kelly, famous for bhis original
characterization as “Prof. Dope,"” comes
to the Gayety next week In & new
vehicle, entitled "“Hello, New York."”
It was written by Junlse McCree and
is described as & musical revue. In
its two acts, there are more than fif-
teen scenes. A chorua of thirty girls
and ten male singers !s a feature of
the show. The supporting cast In-
cludes the Great Martelle, Lon Has-
call, James Tenbrooke, Efllsen Bheri-
dan, Ameta Pynes, Nettle Nelson and
Colie Lorella. The musical portion of
the program is an important one and
every number has been speclally writ-
ten for this company.

Feature Films

At Moore's Garden Theater next week
the principal featurs on Bunday, Monday
and Tueaday will be BEdith Story, An-
tonio Moreno and Edward Overton In
“The Two-Edged Bword.” The comedy
attraction on these days will be Frank
Danlels tn “Mr. Jack Triflesa” On
Wedneaday and Thursday the double fea-
ture program will include Hamilton Rev-
elle in “The Bribe,” and the ninth epl-
sode of “The Strange Case of Mary
Page.” For the remainder of the week
the main attraction will be "A Fool's
Paradise.”

Feature Films

Florence Reed will be plctured at
Moore's Strand Theater Bunday, Mon-
day and Tuesday of next week in “The
Woman's Law,”” For the remainder of
the week the leading attraction will be
"Colton, U. B. A.,” designed as a sequel
-m “The Battle Cry of Peace,” featuring
|Charles Richman, Elinore Woodruff and
|others, Other features will be included
|in the dally programas,

Feature Flilms

| *The Bocial Highwayman,” produced
hy the World Film Studios, Is the fea-
ture attraction at Crandall’'s Monday and
Tuesday of next week. Edwin August
|and Orm| Hawley are the principal play-
ers, For Wednesday and Thursday of
the same week the Equitable production,
“By Whose Hands,” In which Charles
Ross, Muriel Ostriche and Edna Wallace
Hopper are featured, will bea shown. For
Friday and Baturday Mary Fuller Wil be
|seen in the Bluebird feature photoplay,
“The Strength of the Weak."™

The Current Week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE,

period of the Roman wars, shows many
fighting scenes, in which many bulldings
are destroyed and the cumbersmoe fight-
ing machines of the days of triumphant
Rome are shown in thelr death-dealing
activity.

The story has to do with a Roman sol-
dier and his glgantic follower, SBalambo,
and their adventures in many lands, dur-
ing which they faca death many times,
but, of course, finally return safely,

Tomorrow Wlilllam Garwood will be
seen In a three-reel feature, “Lord John,
ths Fifth ™

Follies of Youth.”

The Lyoceum Theater opens tomor-
row and will present advanced bur-
lesque of a high order at popular
prices. “The Folllea of Youth™ is the
opening attraction and {s announced
as & big musical revus, similar fn na-
ture to the Broadway successes and
|carrying a large and comely chorus of
dainty, dashing girls. Matt B. Kolb,
who is known as ons of burlesgue's
greatest comedlans, heads the fun-
makers, and hs s supported by such
capable artists as Evelyn Price and
Jimm'e and Kittie Elliott. Omar, a
beautiful dancer, will appear at all
performances and give her original
Orlental dances,

As a epecial attraction for the
Monday and Friday performances,
wrestling bouts have been arranged
between Jos Turner, the local cham-
pion, and Matsuda, a Japanese’ cham-

Lyceum—*""The

plon.
The management announces that a
!htgh standard of entertalnment will

henceforth be provided the patrons of
this house.

New Belasco Offering
Coming April 24

Aprfl 24, at the Belasco Theater, Davia
Belasco wliil present a new comedy by
Rol Cooper Megrue, entitled *“The Lucky
Fellow,” with an exceptionally strong
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" TOMORROW NIGHT
With the ORIGINAL JOY-INFUSING CAST,

LAWRENCE GROSSMITH

Charles Judels, Toe Barnett, Maunde Odell,
- Mignen MeGibeny, Nigel Barrie, Carl Lyle, Charles
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HENRY s
M"_LER 10 Mosths in New York

3 Months n Boston
AND A TRIUMPH
EVERYWHERE!
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CHATTERTON

In Jean Webster's Faseinating

DADDY
LONG LEGS

NEXT WEEK—-D. W. GRIFFITH'S
“THE BIRTH OF A NATION''—See page 8.
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Chas. Heward & Os. WIll Oukiand & Co. and All Last Week's Stars
and Hits. April 17, Howsinl. April 34 Melntrre & Heath. Order Seats New.
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"7 | FRANK R SHERIDAN

Mon. “THE STRUGGLE”

The Eminent Screem Sturs,

Robert Warwick and Frances Nelson

In & Virfle Drama of Alashkan MNintngy Ousgpe,

“HUMAN DRIFTWOOD”

The Universal Feverite,

CAPRLISLE BLACKWELL

In & Great Problem

“The Shadow of Donbt”

Retwrn FEagagement for One Day

ALICE BRADY

In That Remarksble Drams of Leve and Adventmwe,

“Then I'll Come Back To You”
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Frank Mcintrre & Os,
Hoallss

Tues.

Wed.
Thurs.

AFND

Fri.

Sat.

stop here after a teour of ¢
“High-class Photoplare, Net Movies'
Photoplars

=== LOEW’

=z 10415
“wEZL|COLU l\g BIA|EEE: 5%

Sonday Costiomews 3P, M fo 10:30 P. N | Prgram Chasged Senfam amd Thorstaps

TODAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

. INIMIT,
MARY PICKFORD
In “The Eternal Grind”

A DRAMA OF GREAT HUMAN INTEREST.

Werld's

ALLTHIS
WEEK

GAYET

NINTH
NEARF

ALL THIS
WEEK

CHAS. H. WALDRON PRESENTS HIS FAMOUS

BOSTONIANS

HEADED BY THE INIMITABLE COMEDIAN

FRANK
FINNEY

AND

Aod An AllStar Cast, Including Kitty Mitchell, J. P. Griffith, Charkie Jansen, and Walter Johnson,
THE SHOW THAT PUT BURLESQUE ON BROADWAY
TODAY—3 AND 8 P. M. SAM HOWE’S KISSING GIRLS.

NEXT WEEK—LEW KELLY AND ALL-STAR CAST IN “HELLO, NEW YORK!”

HIPPDDRDME_

NY Ave. NW.

“SALAM BO”

A GORGEOUS ROMAN SPECTACULAR PRODUCTION, IN § ACTS,
FROM THE NOVEL BY GUSTAVE FLAUBET,

mmr—?qlgnb' JOHN'S JOURNAL™
" M Deviia of War

Py

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
CLEO r WALLACE
RIDGELY REID

In “The Love Mask”

A Delightful Western Romance of a Woman Adventuress.
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF COMMANDING EXCELLENCE

P GRAND REOPENING ~“Uig

LYCEUM THEATER

MONDAY NIGHT, 8:15
ADVANCED BURLESQUE

“The Follies of Youth”

Featuring Nat B. Kelb, «f Buriesq
.wﬂdirnco-'n d‘l'u;rty m-mn—um

Extra Added Attraction Monday
Joe Turner vs. Matsuda “The Jap”

\hthllﬂ-twmm.tﬂnh—-

®9 NO ADVANCE IN PRICES»a
10¢c, 20¢c, 30¢c; a Few at 50c¢

ORDER NOW—PHONE MAIN 4380,




